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as a justification for nonreturn, rather than
resorting to it in a small number of wholly
exceptional cases;

Whereas the National Center for Missing
and Exploited Children (NCMEC), the only
institution of its kind, was established in the
United States for the purpose of assisting
parents in recovering their missing children;

Whereas article 21 of the Hague Convention
provides that the central authorities of all
parties to the Convention are obligated to
cooperate with each other in order to pro-
mote the peaceful enjoyment of parental ac-
cess rights and the fulfillment of any condi-
tions to which the exercise of such rights
may be subject, and to remove, as far as pos-
sible, all obstacles to the exercise of such
rights;

Whereas some contracting states fail to
order or enforce normal visitation rights for
parents of abducted or wrongfully retained
children who have not been returned under
the terms of the Hague Convention; and

Whereas the routine invocation of the arti-
cle 13 exception, denial of parental visitation
of children, and the failure by several con-
tracting parties, most notably Austria, Ger-
many, Honduras, Mexico, and Sweden, to
fully implement the Convention deprives the
Hague Convention of the spirit of mutual
confidence upon which its success depends:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That Congress urges—

(1) all contracting parties to the Hague
Convention, particularly European civil law
countries that consistently violate the
Hague Convention such as Austria, Germany
and Sweden, to comply fully with both the
letter and spirit of their international legal
obligations under the Convention;

(2) all contracting parties to the Hague
Convention to ensure their compliance with
the Hague Convention by enacting effective
implementing legislation and educating
their judicial and law enforcement authori-
ties;

(3) all contracting parties to the Hague
Convention to honor their commitments and
return abducted or wrongfully retained chil-
dren to their place of habitual residence
without reaching the merits of any under-
lying custody dispute and ensure parental
access rights by removing obstacles to the
exercise of such rights;

(4) the Secretary of State to disseminate to
all Federal and State courts the Department
of State’s annual report to Congress on
Hague Convention compliance and related
matters; and

(5) each contracting party to the Hague
Convention to further educate its central au-
thority and local law enforcement authori-
ties regarding the Hague Convention, the se-
verity of the problem of international child
abduction, and the need for immediate ac-
tion when a parent of an abducted child
seeks their assistance.

f

RUSSIAN FEDERATION’S TREAT-
MENT OF ANDREI BABITSKY

The PRESIDING OFFICER. In my
capacity as a Senator from Kansas, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 598, S. Res. 303.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A resolution (S. Res. 303) expressing the

sense of the Senate regarding the treatment
by the Russian Federation of Andrei
Babitsky, a Russian journalist working for
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, which had
been reported from the Committee on For-

eign Relations, with an amendment, as fol-
lows:

[The parts of the resolution intended
to be stricken are shown in boldface
brackets and the parts of the resolu-
tion intended to be inserted are shown
in italic.]

S. RES. 303
Whereas Andrei Babitsky, an accomplished

Russian journalist working for Radio Free
Europe/Radio Liberty, a United States Gov-
ernment-funded broadcasting service, faces
serious charges in Russia after being held
captive and beaten by Russian authorities;

Whereas the mission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty’s bureaus in Russia is to pro-
vide Russian listeners objective and uncen-
sored reporting on developments in Russia
and around the world;

Whereas Russian authorities repeatedly de-
nounced Mr. Babitsky for his reporting on
the war in Chechnya, including his docu-
mentation of Russian troop casualties and
the Russian Federation’s brutal treatment of
Chechen civilians;

Whereas Senate Resolutions 223 and 262 of
the One Hundred Sixth Congress condemning
the violence in Chechnya and urging a peace-
ful resolution to the conflict were adopted by
the Senate by unanimous consent on Novem-
ber 19, 1999, and February 24, 2000, respec-
tively;

Whereas on January 16, Mr. Babitsky was
arrested by Russian police in the Chechen
battle zone, was accused of assisting the
Chechen forces, and was told he was to stand
trial in Moscow;

Whereas Russian authorities took Mr.
Babitsky to a ‘‘filtration camp’’ for sus-
pected Chechen collaborators where he was
severely beaten and then transferred to an
undisclosed location;

Whereas on February 3, the Government of
the Russian Federation announced that it
had traded Mr. Babitsky to Chechen units in
exchange for Russian prisoners, a violation
of the Geneva Conventions to which Russia
is a party;

Whereas on February 25, Mr. Babitsky was
released by his captors in the Republic of
Dagestan, only to be jailed by Russian offi-
cials for carrying false identity papers;

Whereas Mr. Babitsky says the papers were
forced on him by his captors and used to
smuggle him across borders;

Whereas Mr. Babitsky now faces charges
from the Government of the Russian Federa-
tion of collaborating with the Chechens and
carrying false identity papers and is not al-
lowed to leave the city of Moscow;

Whereas on February 25, a senior advisor
in Russia’s Foreign Ministry published an ar-
ticle in The Moscow Times entitled ‘‘Should
Liberty Leave?’’, which condemned the cov-
erage by Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty of
the war in Chechnya, particularly reporting
by Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty cor-
respondent Andrei Babitsky, and which stat-
ed that it would ‘‘be better to close down the
branches of Radio Liberty on Russian terri-
tory’’;

Whereas on March 13, the Russian Ministry
of the Press ordered Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty’s Moscow Bureau to provide
complete recordings of broadcasts between
February 15 and March 15, an action that
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty described
as ‘‘designed to intimidate us and others’’;

Whereas on March 14, the Russian Ministry
of the Press issued a directive to prevent the
broadcast of interviews from Chechen resist-
ance leaders, an act of censorship which un-
dercuts the ability of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty to fulfill its responsibilities as
an objective news organization;

Whereas the treatment of Mr. Babitsky in-
timidates other correspondents working in

Russia, particularly those covering the trag-
ic story unfolding in Chechnya;

Whereas Russia’s evolution into a stable
democracy requires a free and vibrant press;
and

Whereas it is imperative that the United
States Government respond vigorously to
the harassment and intimidation of Radio
Free Europe/Radio Liberty: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, øThat the Senate—
ø(1) urges the Government of the Russian

Federation to drop its charges against Mr.
Babitsky;

ø(2) calls upon the Government of the Rus-
sian Federation to provide a full accounting
of Mr. Babitsky’s detention;

ø(3) condemns the Russian Federation’s
harassment and intimidation of Radio Free
Europe/Radio Liberty and other news organi-
zations;

ø(4) calls upon the Government of the Rus-
sian Federation to adhere fully to the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights, which
declares in Article 19 that ‘‘everyone has the
right to freedom of opinion and expression;
this right includes the freedom to hold opin-
ions without interference and to seek, re-
ceive and impart information and ideas
through any media regardless of frontiers’’;

ø(5) urges the Government of the Russian
Federation and the President of the United
States to implement the recommendations
in Senate Resolutions 223 and 262 of the One
Hundred Sixth Congress; and

ø(6) urges the President of the United
States to place these issues high on the
agenda for his June 4–5 summit meeting with
President Vladimir Putin of the Russian
Federation.¿
That the Senate—

(1) urges the Government of the Russian Fed-
eration to drop its charges against Mr.
Babitsky;

(2) calls upon the Government of the Russian
Federation to provide a full accounting of Mr.
Babitsky’s detention;

(3) condemns the Russian Federation’s har-
assment and intimidation of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty and other news organizations;

(4) calls upon the Government of the Russian
Federation to adhere fully to the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights, which declares in Ar-
ticle 19 that ‘‘everyone has the right to freedom
of opinion and expression; this right includes
the freedom to hold opinions without inter-
ference and to seek, receive and impart informa-
tion and ideas through any media regardless of
frontiers’’; and

(5) urges the Government of the Russian Fed-
eration and the President of the United States
to implement the recommendations in Senate
Resolutions 223 and 262 of the One Hundred
Sixth Congress.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, this
resolution, S. Res. 303, which I intro-
duced with Senator GRAMS and Senator
LEAHY on May 4, expresses our deep
concern about the continuing plight of
the Russian journalist Andrei
Babitsky. The resolution was approved
unanimously by the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee on June 7.

Mr. Babitsky, an accomplished jour-
nalist working for Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, still faces serious
charges in Russia after being held cap-
tive by Russian authorities, beaten,
and detained in a ‘‘filtration camp’’ for
suspected Chechen collaborators.

The resolution asks the Russian Gov-
ernment to drop its trumped-up
charges against Mr. Babitsky, and pro-
vide a full accounting of his detention.
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In addition, the resolution states

that the Senate condemns harassment
and intimidation of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty and other news organiza-
tions. It calls upon the Russian Gov-
ernment to adhere fully to the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights,
which calls for freedom of expression
worldwide.

For 10 years, Mr. Babitsky has helped
fulfill the mission of Radio Free Eu-
rope/Radio Liberty to provide Russian
listeners with objective and uncensored
reporting. But Russian authorities, dis-
pleased with Mr. Babitsky’s courageous
reporting on the war in Chechnya, ac-
cused him of assisting the Chechen
forces and ordered him arrested in the
battle zone last January.

After six weeks in captivity, Mr.
Babitsky was released, and then jailed
again by Russian officials for carrying
false identity papers. He says the pa-
pers were forced upon him. After an
international outcry arose over his
case, he was again released. But he still
is not allowed to leave Moscow, and he
still faces charges for carrying false pa-
pers and aiding the Chechens.

In addition, Russian authorities have
continued to condemn Radio Liberty’s
coverage of the Chechen conflict, and
have suggested that Radio Liberty
should be forced to abandon its facili-
ties in Moscow and throughout Russia.
The authorities have taken steps to
censor Radio Liberty and to intimidate
its correspondents and others.

The United States should respond
vigorously to this harassment and in-
timidation. The Russian government
should drop its trumped-up charges
against Mr. Babitsky. I urge my col-
leagues to support the resolution.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. In my
capacity as a Senator from Kansas, I
ask unanimous consent that the com-
mittee amendment be agreed to, and,
without objection, it is so ordered.

The committee amendment was
agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. In my
capacity as a Senator from Kansas, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution, as amended, be agreed to, the
preamble be agreed to, the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table, and
any statements relating to this resolu-
tion be printed in the RECORD, and,
without objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 303), as
amended, was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.
The resolution, with its preamble,

reads as follows:
S. RES. 303

Whereas Andrei Babitsky, an accomplished
Russian journalist working for Radio Free
Europe/Radio Liberty, a United States Gov-
ernment-funded broadcasting service, faces
serious charges in Russia after being held
captive and beaten by Russian authorities;

Whereas the mission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty’s bureaus in Russia is to pro-
vide Russian listeners objective and uncen-
sored reporting on developments in Russia
and around the world;

Whereas Russian authorities repeatedly de-
nounced Mr. Babitsky for his reporting on

the war in Chechnya, including his docu-
mentation of Russian troop casualties and
the Russian Federation’s brutal treatment of
Chechen civilians;

Whereas Senate Resolutions 223 and 262 of
the One Hundred Sixth Congress condemning
the violence in Chechnya and urging a peace-
ful resolution to the conflict were adopted by
the Senate by unanimous consent on Novem-
ber 19, 1999, and February 24, 2000, respec-
tively;

Whereas on January 16, Mr. Babitsky was
arrested by Russian police in the Chechen
battle zone, was accused of assisting the
Chechen forces, and was told he was to stand
trial in Moscow;

Whereas Russian authorities took Mr.
Babitsky to a ‘‘filtration camp’’ for sus-
pected Chechen collaborators where he was
severely beaten and then transferred to an
undisclosed location;

Whereas on February 3, the Government of
the Russian Federation announced that it
had traded Mr. Babitsky to Chechen units in
exchange for Russian prisoners, a violation
of the Geneva Conventions to which Russia
is a party;

Whereas on February 25, Mr. Babitsky was
released by his captors in the Republic of
Dagestan, only to be jailed by Russian offi-
cials for carrying false identity papers;

Whereas Mr. Babitsky says the papers were
forced on him by his captors and used to
smuggle him across borders;

Whereas Mr. Babitsky now faces charges
from the Government of the Russian Federa-
tion of collaborating with the Chechens and
carrying false identity papers and is not al-
lowed to leave the city of Moscow;

Whereas on February 25, a senior advisor
in Russia’s Foreign Ministry published an ar-
ticle in The Moscow Times entitled ‘‘Should
Liberty Leave?’’, which condemned the cov-
erage by Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty of
the war in Chechnya, particularly reporting
by Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty cor-
respondent Andrei Babitsky, and which stat-
ed that it would ‘‘be better to close down the
branches of Radio Liberty on Russian terri-
tory’’;

Whereas on March 13, the Russian Ministry
of the Press ordered Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty’s Moscow Bureau to provide
complete recordings of broadcasts between
February 15 and March 15, an action that
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty described
as ‘‘designed to intimidate us and others’’;

Whereas on March 14, the Russian Ministry
of the Press issued a directive to prevent the
broadcast of interviews from Chechen resist-
ance leaders, an act of censorship which un-
dercuts the ability of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty to fulfill its responsibilities as
an objective news organization;

Whereas the treatment of Mr. Babitsky in-
timidates other correspondents working in
Russia, particularly those covering the trag-
ic story unfolding in Chechnya;

Whereas Russia’s evolution into a stable
democracy requires a free and vibrant press;
and

Whereas it is imperative that the United
States Government respond vigorously to
the harassment and intimidation of Radio
Free Europe/Radio Liberty: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—
(1) urges the Government of the Russian

Federation to drop its charges against Mr.
Babitsky;

(2) calls upon the Government of the Rus-
sian Federation to provide a full accounting
of Mr. Babitsky’s detention;

(3) condemns the Russian Federation’s har-
assment and intimidation of Radio Free Eu-
rope/Radio Liberty and other news organiza-
tions;

(4) calls upon the Government of the Rus-
sian Federation to adhere fully to the Uni-

versal Declaration of Human Rights, which
declares in Article 19 that ‘‘everyone has the
right to freedom of opinion and expression;
this right includes the freedom to hold opin-
ions without interference and to seek, re-
ceive and impart information and ideas
through any media regardless of frontiers’’;
and

(5) urges the Government of the Russian
Federation and the President of the United
States to implement the recommendations
in Senate Resolutions 223 and 262 of the One
Hundred Sixth Congress.

f

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF THE OLYMPICS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. In my
capacity as a Senator from Kansas, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be discharged
from further consideration of Senate
Resolution 254, and, without objection,
it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A resolution (S. Res. 254) supporting the

goals and ideals of the Olympics.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

AMENDMENT NO. 3618

(Purpose: To make a clerical amendment)
The PRESIDING OFFICER. In my

capacity as a Senator from Kansas, I
send an amendment to the desk.

The clerk will report the amendment.
The legislative clerk read as follows:
The Senator from Kansas [Mr. ROBERTS],

for Mr. CAMPBELL, proposes an amendment
numbered 3618.

In the preamble, in the tenth whereas
clause, insert ‘‘, 2000’’ after ‘‘June 23’’.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. In my
capacity as a Senator from Kansas, I
ask unanimous consent that the
amendment to the preamble be agreed
to, the resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, as amended, the
motion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, and any statements relating to
the resolution be printed in the
RECORD, and, without objection, it is so
ordered.

The amendment to the preamble,
amendment (No. 3618) was agreed to.

The preamble, as amended, was
agreed to.

The resolution (S. Res. 254) was
agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 254
Whereas for over 100 years, the Olympic

movement has built a more peaceful and bet-
ter world by educating young people through
amateur athletics, by bringing together ath-
letes from many countries in friendly com-
petition, and by forging new relationships
bound by friendship, solidarity, and fair
play;

Whereas the United States Olympic Com-
mittee is dedicated to coordinating and de-
veloping amateur athletic activity in the
United States to foster productive working
relationships among sports-related organiza-
tions;

Whereas the United States Olympic Com-
mittee promotes and supports amateur ath-
letic activities involving the United States
and foreign nations;
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